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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Concerns about the non-renewal of UNITAD’s mandate in Iraq 
 

12 September 2023 
 
We, the undersigned organizations, have been made aware of highly concerning news that 
the United Nations Investigative Team to Promote Accountability for Crimes Committed by 
Da'esh/ISIL’s (UNITAD) mandate may not be renewed in Iraq beyond September 2024.  
 
UNITAD was mandated pursuant to UN Security Council Resolution 2379 to collect, preserve, 
and store evidence of ISIL crimes in Iraq in line with the highest possible standards. UNITAD 
was established following the tireless advocacy of survivors and several of the undersigned 
organizations, and in response to the scale of ISIL crimes. This advocacy was aiming to 
ensure that evidence of ISIL crimes would not get lost until a holistic strategy from both Iraq 
and the international community would be in place to address ISIL crimes. This has yet to 
happen. 
 
UNITAD began operating in Iraq in the fall of 2018 and has in the past five years made 
significant progress including collecting thousands of pieces of evidence, interviewing 
survivors from all Iraqi communities, supporting national prosecutions in third countries, and 
substantially supporting exhumations of mass graves all over the country. UNITAD has also 
strengthened the capacity of Iraqi authorities and Iraqi civil society, including some of the 
undersigned organizations. 
 
Many survivors and the undersigned organizations see UNITAD as the only hope to achieve 
meaningful justice in Iraq. For its work to stop so abruptly, when not a single ISIL member has 
been tried in Iraq for core international crimes (genocide, crimes against humanity and war 
crimes), would be a disaster for survivors, Iraq, and the international community. It would send 
the signal that justice is not a real priority, that trust with survivors was built for nothing and 
that their testimonies and continuous calls for justice were in vain.  
 
This news is all the more alarming since Iraq currently has no legal framework in place to use 
UNITAD’s evidence and also has no experience prosecuting international crimes.  
Furthermore, Iraq has not communicated any plan or strategy on how it is planning to move 
this process forward without UNITAD’s expertise. Nor has Iraq recognized the jurisdiction of 
the International Criminal Court or responded to detailed proposals submitted by survivor 
groups to establish a hybrid tribunal to prosecute ISIL members for international crimes.  
 
For the reasons above, UNITAD must continue to operate because Iraq alone is currently not 
in a position to achieve meaningful justice for survivors. Survivors have also repeatedly 
highlighted that they would not trust a purely national process and called for appropriate 
international involvement. 
 
We, the undersigned organizations, call upon Iraq, the UN Security Council, and the 
international community to: 

• Renew UNITAD’s mandate beyond September 2024 and as long as it is needed. 
• Prepare a strategy to prosecute ISIL crimes holistically both in Iraq and other 

jurisdictions. 
• Support Iraq in adopting a legal framework to prosecute core international crimes and 

to establish a survivor-centered mechanism which would allow for such prosecutions.  
• Ensure that UNITAD supports Iraq in the prosecution of ISIL crimes in Iraq until Iraq is 

able to follow fair trial rights and implement a survivor-centered mechanism.  
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This statement is open for further endorsements, please send your request to 
natia.navrouzov@yazda.org  
 
Undersigned organizations:  

1. Air Bridge Iraq (Germany) 
2. All-Party Parliamentary Group on the Yazidis (UK) 
3. Bassma NGO (Iraq) 
4. Better World (Iraq) 
5. Coalition for Genocide Response (UK) 
6. DAK Organization for Ezidi Women Development (Iraq) 
7. Ezidi Millennium Organization for Development (Iraq) 
8. Farida Global Organization (Germany and Iraq) 
9. Free Yezidi Foundation (Iraq and USA) 
10. Gazi Organization for Civilian Activities (Iraq) 
11. Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (USA) 
12. Harikar (Iraq) 
13. HÁWAR.help (Germany) 
14. Hope Givers (Iraq) - Network of Yazidi male survivors  
15. Hope Maker’s Organization for Women (Iraq) 
16. House of Coexistence (Iraq) 
17. Inhalation of Hope Organization (Iraq) 
18. International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute (UK) 
19. International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims  
20. Jiyan Foundation For Human Rights (Iraq and Germany) 
21. JOMR (Iraq) 
22. Nadia’s Initiative (Iraq and USA) 
23. Nasem Sinjar Organization for the Care of People With Special Needs (Iraq) 
24. Nuhanovic Foundation (The Netherlands) 
25. Office of Yazidi Affairs (Germany) 
26. Petrichor Organization for Human Rights (Iraq) 
27. Religious Freedom Institute 
28. Shingal Engineering Organization (Iraq) 
29. Sinjar Academy (USA and Iraq) 
30. Sunrise Organization for Civil Society Development (Iraq) 
31. Turkmen Rescue Foundation (Iraq) 
32. Voice of Ezidis (France) 
33. We Are With You (Iraq) 
34. Yazda (Iraq and USA) 
35. Yazidi Legal Network (The Netherlands) 
36. Yazidi Survivors Network (Iraq) - Network of Yazidi female survivors  
37. Zentralrat der Êzîiden in Deutschland e.V. (Germany) 
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 يروف يفحص نایب
 
  ....قارعلا يف داتینوی ةیلاو دیدجت مدع نأشب فواخم
 

 2023 ربمتبس 12
 
 
 نع ةلءاسملا زیزعتل ةدحتملا مملأل عباتلا قیقحتلا قیرف ةیلاو نأب دیفت ةیاغلل قلقلل ةریثم رابخأب انملع دق هاندأ ةعقوملا تامظنملا نحن
 .2024 ربمتبس دعب قارعلا يف اھدیدجت متی لا دق )داتینوی( شعاد لبق نم ةبكترملا مئارجلا
 
 امب قارعلا يف شعاد مئارج ىلع ةلدلأا نیزختو ظفحو عمجب 2379 مقر يلودلا نملأا سلجم رارق بجومب داتینوی فیلكت مت
 هاندأ ةعقوملا تامظنملا نم دیدعلاو ن/تایجانلل ةبوؤدلا ةرصانملا دعب داتینویلا سیسأت مت دقو ةنكمملا رییاعملا ىلعأ عم ىشامتی
 عضو متی ىتح شعاد مئارج ىلع ةلدلأا عایض مدع نامض وھ ةرصانملأ هذھ نم فدھلا ناكو .شعاد مئارج مجح ىلع اًدر كلذو
 .دعب ثدحی مل اذھو .شعاد مئارجل يدصتلل يلودلا عمتجملاو قارعلا نم لك نم ةلماش ةیجیتارتسا
 فلاآ عمج كلذ يف امب ةیضاملا سمخلا تاونسلا يف ارًیبك امًدقت زرحأ دقو ،2018 ماع فیرخ يف قارعلا يف لمعلا داتینوی أدب
 تایلمع معدو ةثلاث نادلب يف ةینطولا تامكاحملا معدو ةیقارعلا تاعمتجملا عیمج نم ن/تایجانلا عم تلاباقم ءارجإ و ةلدلأا
 عمتجملاو ةیقارعلا تاطلسلا تاردق داتینوی قیرف معد امك .دلابلا ءاحنأ عیمج يفریبك لكشب ةیعامجلا رباقملا نم تافرلا جارختسا
 .هاندأ ةعقوملا تامظنملا نم دیدعلا كلذ يف امب يقارعلا يندملا
 فاقیإ نإو .قارعلا يف ىنعم تاذ ةلادع قیقحتل دیحولا لملأا وھ داتینویلا نأ هاندأ ةعقوملا تامظنملاو ن/تایجانلا نم دیدعلا ىریو
 ،ةیعامجلا ةدابلإا( ةیلود مئارج باكترا ةمھتب قارعلا يف شعاد رصانع نم رصنع يأ ةمكاحم نلآا ىتح متی مل نیح يف  ةأجف ھلمع
 نأ ھنأش نم يذلا عمتجملا .يلودلا عمتجملاو قارعلاو ن/تایجانلا ىلع ةثراك ةباثمب نوكیس )برحلا مئارجو ،ةیناسنلإا دض مئارجلاو
 مھترصانمو مھتاداھش نأو ءيش لا لجأ نم تینب ن/تایجانلا عم ةقثلا نأو ةیقیقح ةیولوأ تسیل ةلادعلا نأ اھدافم ةلاسر لسری
 .اثبع تناك ةلادعلا قیقحتل ةرمتسملا
 ھنأ امك ،)داتینوی( يلودلا قیقحتلا قیرف ةلدأ مادختسلإ ينوناق راطإ اًیلاح ھیدل سیل قارعلا نأ رابخلأا هذھ ةروطخ نم دیزی اممو
 لوح ةیجیتارتسا وأ ةطخ يأ قارعلا شقانُی مل كلذ ىلع ةولاع ةیلودلا مئارجلا ىلع ةیئاضقلا تاقحلاملا ءارجإ يف ةربخ ھیدل سیل
 بجتسی ملو ةیلودلا ةیئانجلا ةمكحملا صاصتخاب قارعلا فرتعی مل امك .داتینوی ةربخ نود ماملأا ىلإ ةیلمعلا هذھ عفدل ھطیطخت ةیفیك
 .ةیلودلا مئارجلا ىلع شعاد رصانع ةمكاحمل ةطلتخم ةمكحم ءاشنلإ ن/تایجانلا عیماجم اھتمدق يتلا ةیلیصفتلا تاحرتقملل
 ةلادعلا قیقحتب اًیلاح ھل حمسی عضو يف سیل هدحو قارعلا نلأ لمعلا يف رمتسی نأ داتینوی ىلع نیعتی ،هلاعأ ةروكذملا بابسلأل
 ةبسانم ةیلود تاءارجإ ذاختا ىلإ اوعدو ةتحب ةیلحم ةیلمع يف اوقثی نل مھنأ ارًاركتو ارًارم نوجانلا دكأ امك .ن/تایجانلل
 
 ........... نایبلا اذھل ةمعادلا تامظنملاو تاھجلأ
 :ىلإ يلودلا عمتجملاو ةدحتملا مملأا يف نملأا سلجمو قارعلا وعدن ،هاندأ ةعقوملا تامظنملا نحن

 .ھیلإ ةجاح كانھ تناك املاطو 2024 ربمتبس دعب ام ىلإ داتینوی ةیلاو دیدجت •
 .ىرخلأا ةیئاضقلا تایلاولاو قارعلا يف لماش لكشب شعاد مئارج ةمكاحمل ةیجیتارتسا دادعإ •
 حمست نأ اھنأش نم ن/تایجانلا لوح ةزكرمتم ةیلآ ءاشنإو ةیساسلأا ةیلودلا مئارجلا ةمكاحمل ينوناق راطإ ينبت يف قارعلا معد •
 .تامكاحملا هذھ لثمب

 ةلداعلا ةمكاحملا قوقح عابتا نم قارعلا نكمتی ىتح قارعلا يف شعاد مئارج ةمكاحم يف قارعلا معد يف داتینوی كارشإ نم دكأتلا •
 ن/تایجانلا لوح ةزكرمتم ةیلآ ذیفنتو
 
 

 
 natia.navrouzov@yazda.org ىلإ كبلط لاسرإ ىجرُی ،معدلا نم دیزمل حاتم نایبلا اذھ
 
 :هاندأ ةعقوملا تامظنملا

1. Air Bridge Iraq (Germany) 
2. All-Party Parliamentary Group on the Yazidis (UK) 
3. Bassma NGO (Iraq) 
4. Better World (Iraq) 
5. Coalition for Genocide Response (UK) 
6. DAK Organization for Ezidi Women Development (Iraq) 
7. Ezidi Millennium Organization for Development (Iraq) 
8. Farida Global Organization (Germany and Iraq) 
9. Free Yezidi Foundation (Iraq and USA) 
10. Gazi Organization for Civilian Activities (Iraq) 
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11. Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (USA) 
12. Harikar (Iraq) 
13. HÁWAR.help (Germany) 
14. Hope Givers (Iraq) - Network of Yazidi male survivors  
15. Hope Maker’s Organization for Women (Iraq) 
16. House of Coexistence (Iraq) 
17. Inhalation of Hope Organization (Iraq) 
18. International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute (UK) 
19. International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims  
20. Jiyan Foundation For Human Rights (Iraq and Germany) 
21. JOMR (Iraq) 
22. Nadia’s Initiative (Iraq and USA) 
23. Nasem Sinjar Organization for the Care of People With Special Needs (Iraq) 
24. Nuhanovic Foundation (The Netherlands) 
25. Office of Yazidi Affairs (Germany) 
26. Petrichor Organization for Human Rights (Iraq) 
27. Religious Freedom Institute 
28. Shingal Engineering Organization (Iraq) 
29. Sinjar Academy (USA and Iraq) 
30. Sunrise Organization for Civil Society Development (Iraq) 
31. Turkmen Rescue Foundation (Iraq) 
32. Voice of Ezidis (France) 
33. We Are With You (Iraq) 
34. Yazda (Iraq and USA) 
35. Yazidi Legal Network (The Netherlands) 
36. Yazidi Survivors Network (Iraq) - Network of Yazidi female survivors  
37. Zentralrat der Êzîiden in Deutschland e.V. (Germany) 

 


