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WHO WE AR.

Since its inception in 2008 the

has played a unique “insider/outsider”
role at the United Nations as the only organization carrying out
monitoring, research and advocacy on all mass atrocity situations
around the globe. The Global Centre works with various
governments to translate this research into actionable policy.

This document provides insight into the work of the Global
Centre during 2020. Hyperlinks, indicated by underlined text and
the symbols below, will take you to the Global Centre's website,
published pieces, interviews, social media posts and more.
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DEAR COLLEAGUES,

Last year was unprecedented. Not since the UN was formed in
1945 have so many people around the world been displaced
by persecution, conflict and atrocities. To make matters worse,
in 2020 the devastating COVID-19 pandemic claimed 2 million
lives, exacerbated threats to international peace and security
and led to fresh assaults on human dignity.

Despite the impact of the pandemic on our work and operations,
during 2020 the Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect
continued to fulfill its mandate to prevent mass atrocity crimes
and facilitate the effective implementation of the Responsibility
to Protect (R2P) principle. We have continued to provide
early warning of emerging crises and to work closely with
governments, the United Nations, international civil society, R2P
Focal Points and the Group of Friends of R2P in both New York
and Geneva.

The Global Centre celebrated a number of highlights during
2020, including our ongoing work in coordination with the
government of The Gambia — and our colleagues at the Global
Justice Center — to support a historic genocide case against
Myanmar at the International Court of Justice. During January
the Court issued a provisional measures order to protect the
Rohingya population and the Global Centre helped lead the
resulting media campaign, appearing on CNN, BBC, Al-Jazeera
and many other outlets. But not all of our work took place in
public. During February we also participated in a confidential
planning meeting with human rights defenders from Venezuela,
supporting efforts to get evidence into the hands of the UN's
Independent International Fact-Finding Mission.

When the COVID-19 pandemic was declared during March, |
wrote that, “now more than ever, it is essential that the entire
global comunity respond to COVID-19 in ways that defend
universal human rights, emphasize human solidarity, and
uphold our responsibility to protect vulnerable populations
from atrocities.” Despite lockdowns and “social distancing,” the
Global Centre helped mobilize international diplomatic action
regarding conflicts in Cameroon, The Sahel and elsewhere.
Even China — which has used its veto power to shield Syria and
Myanmar from collective action at the UN Security Council —
faced unprecedented global scrutiny during 2020 for its mass
detention of approximately one million ethnic Uyghurs. We
were proud to play a role in exposing and highlighting these
crimes.
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MESSAGE
FROM THE

As we adjusted to the pandemic, we initiated an online
campaign of high-level events and op-eds to promote the
15" anniversary of R2P. During May we delivered testimony
to the European Parliament's human rights committee
about the connection between detention and potential
crimes against humanity in China, Syria and elsewhere.
In June we were honored to join five Nobel Peace Prize
laureates in a joint statement calling for a ceasefire in
Cameroon. During July we celebrated the adoption of
the first thematic resolution on R2P at the Human Rights
Council in Geneva. During September we co-hosted —
alongside the Foreign Ministers of Denmark, Costa Rica
and Qatar — the 12" annual ministerial meeting on R2P.
UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres opened the online
meeting and a record 17 ministers and deputy ministers
spoke about the critical importance of the principle of R2P
for ongoing efforts to protect human rights and prevent
atrocities.

Throughout the year, the Global Centre hosted a number
of successful high-level events and discussions online — if
you missed them, there are links embedded in this annual
report. In our new role as the Secretariat of the NGO
Working Group on the Security Council, we also utilized
digital platforms to organize 25 briefings with ambassadors
from the Council and top UN officials during 2020.

There is no doubt that 2020 was a difficult year for all of us.
But we are proud of the fact that our organization survived.
And as the world slowly emerges from the pandemic during
2021, the Global Centre will continue to assist governments,
policymakers and human rights defenders. Just as the UN
Charter represents a vision of a world where all human
beings can live free and equal in dignity and rights, R2P is a
promise to act on behalf of people for whom mass atrocities
are not abstract words, but real acts that pose an existential
threat to them, their loved ones and their communities.
Together we can and will “Build Back Better.”

Yours truly,

Dr. Simon Adams



RESPONGSIBILITY TO

PROTECT?

The Responsibility to Protect — known as R2P — is an international norm that
seeks to ensure that the international community consistently mobilizes to halt
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. R2P
was adopted by more than 170 heads of state and government at the 2005 UN
World Summit and stipulates that all states have a responsibility to protect their
populations from these mass atrocity crimes and ensure their prevention.

PILLAR

Every state has the

its populations from

humanity.

- R2P'S THREE PILLARS:

Responsibility to Protect

genocide, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing and crimes against

PILLAR

The wider international
community has the
responsibility to encourage
and assist states in meeting
that responsibility.

PILLAR

If a state is manifestly failing
to protect its populations,
the international community
must be prepared to take
appropriate collective action,
in a timely and decisive
manner and in accordance
with the UN Charter.
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OUR

GOALS

FOR 2020

MOBILIZE MONITORING &

EARLY WARNING

Mobilize appropriate international

responses to  situations  where Conduct in-depth research and analysis
populations are at risk of mass atrocity of mass atrocity situations in order to
crimes, particularly through action provide early warning, as well as policy
at the UN General Assembly, Human recommendations to UN member
Rights Council and Security Council. states and international civil society.

IMPLEMENT

o BUILD

& INNOVATE

Continue building dedicated
institutions, networks and capacities at
the national, regional and multilateral
level to effectively prevent mass
atrocity crimes.

Develop and explore new ways to
expand support for R2P and mass
atrocity prevention.
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MOBILIZING
ACTION

Mobilizing members of the UN Security
Council, Human Rights Council and
other key stakeholders on situations
where populations are at risk of
atrocity crimes, or where atrocities
are already occurring, remained a
key goal of the Global Centre's
advocacy efforts throughout 2020.
The Global Centre helped influence
action for populations who were
at risk of atrocities prior to COVID-19,
as well as those in situations where
risks became more acute because of
the pandemic.
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PEOPLE DISPLACED BY CONFLICT IN THE NORTH-WEST AND SOUTH-WEST
REGIONS

A political crisis over cultural rights and identity has
been ongoing in Cameroon’s Anglophone north-
west and south-west regions since 2016. Violence
between government forces and armed separatists,
as well as attacks on civilians, has resulted in at least
3,000 people being killed.

The UN Security Council (UNSC) has largely neglected
the conflict, as Cameroon is not included on the
Council's formal agenda. During May 2020 Global
Centre Senior Research Analyst Ms. Juliette Paauwe
spoke on a panel as part of a webinar series hosted
by The Global Campaign for Peace & Justice in
Cameroon.

The UN Secretary-General's call on 23 March for a
global ceasefire during the COVID-19 pandemic has
largely been ignored in Cameroon, with continued
military operations by both government forces and
armed separatists. On 22 June the Global Centre
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joined five Nobel Peace Prize laureates, along
with two former heads of state and other notable
world leaders, to call on all parties to the conflict
in the Anglophone regions of Cameroon to declare
a humanitarian ceasefire during the pandemic.
Global Centre Executive Director Dr. Simon Adams
appeared on several international news programs to
amplify the “ceasefire challenge.” A recording of his
interview on Deutsche Welle Africa on 22 June has
been viewed more than 64,000 times. The Global
Centre has also shared the ceasefire challenge with
all ambassadors on the UNSC.

From 30 October to 1 November, Ms. Paauwe
also attended the International Conference on the
Armed Conflict in the Southern Cameroons, which
was attended by more than 1,000 participants and
followed on social media by 72,000 people. Ms.
Paauwe spoke on one of the main panels.


https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/cameroon/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/juliette-paauwe-speaks-on-panel-regarding-r2p-and-the-international-response-to-the-situation-in-cameroon/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/the-global-campaign-for-peace-and-justice-in-cameroon/
https://www.facebook.com/dw.africa/videos/748763889269315/?source=13&player_origin=unknown&__xts__[0]=68.ARBTf-C67JPu8rAvigdhJ3gp3bfeQX9moPVbjyJC2leYlT6P3Lorl5YJgno7P3DUIRUPuHWvCub11WnA5YE_vcY7qNxGc0W7uVoCSgIh6aqeZYvbWcfAAOK_WplOB9QgvklQg86Htc35oEWBdRfVNGnqi_ZTLKT6zNrKtPKPA-1IYyG7bGOMn0uTFXfKAdYFhWkigzLZjHbs0u3lvRDxftRA4d6jX1BzMN1CjiC2m76eyF_b7eGetIEmLktOS5EwewYJt9yubBWJ6Ip9kfelF_ensclTqvvtDbBkFjsL_Bz4TypvLoFxxfo1OASD6uzuUMoGQIKoxfrfBdX0GIQrv0XzhFxsoZkp9FbSfFVTce0jlgsJ93s1yF-J5Lx_mfYtraIrCKi6_4HtLRSAy5A8fo4YYDjkX5f59swoGYkf8hM6zxJDy4GsPjHD0j_U68R14uWKng6IhWvTVbdrEfWDWFM684RQJyW1BV0a2hdeiHBPQLB1BhSjt6SgZDIw6MRUKw

© Kevin Frayer/Getty Images

AND OTHER TURKIC MUSLIM MINORITIES ARE CURRENTLY BEING DETAINED
IN “RE-EDUCATION" OR “DE-EXTREMIFICATION" FACILITIES

The persecution of Uyghurs (or Uighurs) and other
Muslim minorities in Xinjiang, China, continues with
impunity. During 2020 the Global Centre intensified
its advocacy regarding the treatment of the Uyghurs,
highlighting that China is committing potential
crimes against humanity and genocide.

During March the Global Centre amplified new
evidence that factories in China are using Uyghur
forced labor and joined 250 organizations
calling on leading brands and retailers to ensure
their products do not exploit the forced labor of
Uyghurs and other detainees. In July the Global
Centre highlighted the practice of forced abortions
and issued a statement asserting that the Chinese
government is violating customary international
law and the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.
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https://twitter.com/GCR2P/status/1285598325211664385
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/china/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/aa193/
https://enduyghurforcedlabour.org/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/mounting-evidence-that-china-is-perpetrating-crimes-against-humanity-and-genocide-against-the-uighurs/

The Global Centre campaigned to urge UN
member states not to vote for UN Human
Rights  Council (HRC) candidates if  their

government is responsible for perpetrating atrocity
crimes. China was one of the three countries that was
highlighted during the campaign. While China
succeeded in its election bid, the number of
supporting votes was their lowest since the founding
of the HRC in 2006. There was also considerable
media focus on the concerns raised by human rights
organizations.

In September the Global Centre drew attention
to newly available evidence of

in  Xinjiang and the systematic

of Uyghur cultural heritage by the

Chinese authorities. The Global Centre has also called
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on the international community to explore all avenues
to hold perpetrators in Xinjiang , and
advocated for bans on products made using forced
labor in Xinjiang.

In November Global Centre China expert Ms. Nadira
Kourt spoke on a entitled “Protecting the
Uyghur: Responsibility to Protect in China.” Her
remarks focused on the international community's
response to the situation in Xinjiang and how
states and intergovernmental organizations can be
mobilized to ensure accountability for alleged crimes
against humanity and genocide.

The Global Centre is now working with a broader
NGO coalition to expose and end China's abuses in
Xinjiang.


https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/mounting-evidence-that-china-is-perpetrating-crimes-against-humanity-and-genocide-against-the-uighurs/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-alert-no-218/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-alert-no-218/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-alert-no-222-china-cote-divoire-and-nagorno-karabakh/ 
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-alert-no-228/ 
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/nkourt-r2p-china-panel/ 

© Olympia de Maismont/AFP via Getty Images

IN ATTACKS IN MALI BURKINA FASO AND NIGER SINCE OCTOBER 2019

Populations in Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger face
potential atrocity crimes as a result of ongoing attacks
by armed Islamist groups and state security forces,
as well as growing conflict between ethnic militias
and community “self-defense groups.” In an already
fragile security environment, with 2 million people
displaced across the Sahel, vulnerable communities
are also facing the growing threat of COVID-19.

France and the G-5 Sahel countries launched the
International Coalition for the Sahel, a security-
oriented response to the conflict, on 30 June.
In response, the Global Centre joined over 35
local, regional and international NGOs to launch
the People’s Coalition for the Sahel. More
than 1,000 people tuned in for the live launch,
including representatives from the African Union,
Canada, European Union, Japan, United Kingdom
and the United States as well as Chad, Mali and
other regional stakeholders. Journalists from
international news organizations also attended.

As part of the People’s Coalition, the Global Centre
contributed to the development of four “People’s
Pillars” for states to use as a framework for
responding to the protection and humanitarian
crisis in the Central Sahel. In March 2021 members
of the People’s Coalition will publish a “milestones
monitoring report,” which will prioritize the
protection of civilians, create political strategies to
address the root causes of the conflict and address
impunity.

During December the Global Centre amplified
the findings of Niger's National Human Rights
Commission and the Pan-African Network for Peace,
Democracy and Development — a People’s Coalition
member — by featuring their investigation into the
alleged extrajudicial execution of more than 70
civilians in an issue of Atrocity Alert.
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https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/burkina-faso/
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/mali/
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/niger/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/the-peoples-coalition-for-the-sahel/
https://www.facebook.com/FIDH.HumanRights/videos/3581676498511158
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/the-peoples-coalition-for-the-sahel/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/the-peoples-coalition-for-the-sahel/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-alert-no-231/

© Stringer/Anadolu Agency/Getty Images

AND ARE CURRENTLY REFUGEES IN BANGLADESH

Since 2018 the Global Centre has partnered with the
Global Justice Center (GJC) to ensure accountability
for atrocities perpetrated by the government of
Myanmar (Burma) against the minority Rohingya
population. This included working closely with The
Gambia and their Minister of Justice regarding a
potential case against Myanmar at the International
Court of Justice (IC)) for violations of the Genocide
Convention. The Gambia formally filed a case at the
ICJ on 11 November 2019. On 23 January 2020 the
ICJ issued four provisional measures with which
Myanmar must comply.

Throughout 2020, the Global Centre advocated for
Myanmar’s full compliance with the Court's order and
called for an increased response to ongoing atrocity
risks in the country. In February the Global Centre,
together with GJC, sent a letter to UNSC members
regarding Myanmar's Independent Commission of
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Enquiry and the Provisional Measures ordered by
the 1CJ. In May the Global Centre and GJC published
an updated Q&A policy brief on the IC] case against
Myanmar, describing the essential aspects of the
case and its progress through the Court's processes.
The Global Centre, together with GJC and Human
Rights Watch, also co-hosted an online event
exploring ways the authorities could comply with the
ICJ provisional measures. There were 700 registered
participants from around the world. A recording of
the event is available here.

In July the Global Centre and GJC submitted a formal
shadow report to the HRC ahead of its third cycle
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Myanmar. This
analysis provided specific recommendations to
Myanmar's government on meeting its international
obligations to provide justice for mass atrocities,
including sexual and gender-based violence, and


https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/myanmar-burma/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/world-court-orders-myanmar-to-take-immediate-action-to-prevent-genocide/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/gjc-gcr2p-unsc-letter-myanmar-feb-2020/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/myanmarqav2/ 
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/event-the-icj-provisional-measures-is-myanmar-protecting-the-rohingya-from-genoicde/

to eliminate discriminatory laws and policies. The
Global Centre has also contributed to joint advocacy
regarding the plight of Rohingya refugees during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

In  February Global Centre Myanmar expert
Ms. Nadira Kourt at an event entitled
“Implications of the International Court of Justice's
Ruling on Rohingya in Myanmar,” hosted by the
Center for Global Policy in Washington, DC. Ms.
Kourt also conducted advocacy with United States'
government officials, urging greater response to
the Rohingya genocide bilaterally and through
multilateral institutions. Throughout the year,
the Global Centre participated in a urging
the United States to formally declare the crimes

committed against the Rohingya as a genocide.
In December the Global Centre sent a letter to
UNSC members calling for increased communication
between the IC] and the Security Council around the
ongoing case of The Gambia v. Myanmar and urging
Council members to request the ICJ share Myanmar's
compliance reports with the UNSC.

Dr. Adams and Ms. Kourt have spoken at numerous
events and in the media throughout the vyear,
including an with Dr. Adams by VOA News
on 25 May to discuss the significance of Myanmar's
first report to the ICJ.
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https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/nk-icj-myanmar-panel/ 
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/call-it-genocide-act-for-the-rohingya-joint-open-letter-to-u-s-secretary-of-state-michael-pompeo/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/myanmar-submits-first-court-ordered-report-to-international-court-of-justice-qa-with-executive-director-dr-simon-adams-for-voa/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/myanmarqav2/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/myanmar-submits-first-court-ordered-report-to-international-court-of-justice-qa-with-executive-director-dr-simon-adams-for-voa/
https://youtu.be/gxJkpoW-F6c
https://www.justsecurity.org/71552/the-rohingya-genocide-and-the-icj-the-role-of-the-international-community/
https://cgpolicy.org/articles/rohingya-genocide-strengthening-the-u-n-response-three-years-on/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/03/asia/rohingya-relocations-bhasan-char-intl-hnk/index.html

© -AFP//Getty Images

IN “SECURITY OPERATIONS" SINCE JANUARY 2018

In 2019 the Global Centre initiated an advocacy
campaign focusing on the need for an HRC-
mandated investigative mechanism for Venezuela.
This included briefings for more than 40 member
states, joint publications with Venezuelan civil
society, confidential bilateral engagement with
Geneva-based ambassadors and public events.
These efforts contributed to the adoption of a
resolution on 27 September 2019 establishing
an independent Fact-Finding Mission (FFM) for
Venezuela, mandated to investigate ongoing serious
violations and abuses of human rights. In September
2020 the FFM warned that these violations and
abuses may amount to crimes against humanity.

Throughout 2020 the Global Centre continued
its advocacy on Venezuela in Geneva and beyond.
This included close cooperation with Venezuelan
civil society organizations to mobilize international
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support at the HRC, the International Criminal Court
(ICC) and UN General Assembly (UNGA). In February
Global Centre Venezuela expert Ms. Elisabeth
Pramendorfer participated in a two-day strategic
planning meeting with Venezuelan human rights
defenders in Colombia, which included confidential
consultations with members of the FFM.

Since July 2020 the Global Centre has consulted with
countries on how to strengthen the mandate of the
FFM. The Global Centre was also actively involved
in joint NGO activities, including public events, joint
letters and confidential bilateral meetings with a
cross-regional group of member states. In October
the HRC adopted a resolution renewing the
mandate of the FFM for two years and broadened
the scope of violations and abuses covered. This is
the first time an HRC-investigative mechanism was
mandated for a period longer than one year.


https://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/42/25
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/venezuela-hrc45/
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/45/20

Sincethe publicrelease ofthe FFM report Ms. Pramendorfer
has participated in numerous online events, covering the
gender dimension of atrocity crimes, the role of the ICC
and clarifying the implementation of R2P in the Venezuelan
context.
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https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/elisabeth-pramendorfer-interviewed-on-united-nations-and-the-responsibility-to-protect-for-the-state-of-venezuela-podcast/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/elisabeth-pramendorfer-speaks-on-a-panel-regarding-el-rol-de-las-mujeres-y-las-dimensiones-de-genero-en-la-crisis-venezolanas/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/elisabeth-pramendorfer-interviewed-on-the-responsibility-to-protect-venezuelans-for-35-west-podcast/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/elisabeth-pramendorfer-interviewed-on-united-nations-and-the-responsibility-to-protect-for-the-state-of-venezuela-podcast/
https://twitter.com/GCR2P/status/1341772765632684034

ENGAGEMENT DURING HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

SESSIONS

The COVID-19 pandemic restricted regular HRC
sessions, limiting civil society participation. Despite
these changes, the Global Centre was actively
involved in thematic and country-specific initiatives
throughout the year. During the 43 session of the
HRC, the Global Centre co-hosted a side event on
" . ensuring continued HRC scrutiny
and engagement” and advocated successfully for
the renewal of the Commission on Human Rights in
South Sudan. The Global Centre also advocated for
the renewal of Special Procedures mandate holders
for the and
Myanmar and the Commission of Inquiry (COI) on

During the 44™ HRC session, the Global Centre led
civil society efforts for the adoption of the first HRC
resolution on R2P, and also advocated for strong
resolutions on and the

Ahead of the 45" session of the HRC, the Global
Centre conducted targeted campaigns with various
member states and civil society partners on the
extension of the mandate of the FFM on Venezuela
and the Group of Eminent Experts on ,as well
as the mandate renewal of the Col on . This
included bilateral engagement with HRC members.

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW

During 2020 the Global Centre provided targeted
UPR recommendations for states under review
that are experiencing, at risk of, or complicit in the
commission of atrocity crimes.

Ahead of the January 2021 review for Myanmar,
the Global Centre provided context-specific
recommendations in a detailed joint NGO submission
with the GJC, focusing on the need for accountability
for genocide, crimes against humanity and ongoing
violations and abuses of human rights.
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https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/south-sudan/
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/democratic-peoples-republic-of-korea/
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/syria/
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/eritrea/
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/the-philippines/
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/yemen/
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/burundi/
https://twitter.com/GCR2P/status/1242066937640824833

ADOPTION OF THE FIRST HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

RESOLUTION ON THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT

On 17 July the HRC adopted a resolution on the
“Fifteenth anniversary of the responsibility to protect
populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing and crimes against humanity, as enshrined
in the World Summit Outcome of 2005.” While the
HRC has, to date, adopted more than

that include a reference to R2P, this constitutes the
first stand-alone thematic resolution on the principle.
The resolution is available

The COVID-19 pandemic had direct implications for
the planning and negotiations on the resolution,
but the Global Centre worked with a committed
core group of countries who successfully led the
resolution from drafting to adoption.

NGO WORKING GROUP ON THE SECURITY COUNCIL

The Global Centre became the Secretariat of the NGO
Working Group on the Security Council (NGOWG/SC)
in January 2020. The NGOWG/SC brings together 38
NGOs for a series of briefings with UNSC ambassadors
and high-level UN officials. As the Secretariat, the
Global Centre provides the Coordinator, Ms. Christine
Caldera, who liaises and organizes briefings for the
Working Group. The Global Centre organized 25
briefings during 2020, including 21 virtual meetings
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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https://twitter.com/GCR2P/status/1284034283607412737
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/un-human-rights-council-resolutions-referencing-r2p/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/resolution-44-14-responsibility-to-protect-a-hrc-44-14/
https://twitter.com/Lacroix_UN/status/1263322043073863682

BUILDING
CAPACITIES

During 2020 the Global Centre
continued to build capacity for atrocity
prevention by supporting dedicated
institutions and networks at a national,
regional and multilateral level. This
included serving as Secretariat of the
UN Group of Friends of R2P in New
York and Geneva and of the Global
Network of R2P Focal Points, as well as
ongoing engagement with the office of
the UN Secretary-General.
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GROUP OF FRIENDS OF THE RESPONSIBILITY TO

PROTECT

The Global Centre serves as the Secretariat for the

at the UN. The Group of
Friends helps to facilitate effective discussion on
R2P-related issues, including conflict prevention,
human rights and international justice through
regular meetings at the ambassador or expert level
in both New York and Geneva. The Global Centre
arranged five virtual meetings during 2020. More
than 150 ambassadors and other diplomats from 46
countries participated in the meetings.

GLOBAL NETWORK OF R2P FOCAL POINTS

The Global Network of R2P Focal Points was
established in 2010 to improve national and
international efforts to prevent and halt atrocities.

During 2020 the Global Centre continued
to engage with the Steering Group of the Global
Network — Australia, Denmark, Ghana, Lithuania,
Luxembourg and Slovenia — to share updates on
R2P and develop activities for the Global Network for
2021.

To commemorate the 75" anniversary of the end of
the Second World War in Europe, on 8 May the Global
Centre distributed a on behalf of 32
members of the Global Network of R2P Focal Points.
Signatories urged the international community to
address the COVID-19 pandemic in practical ways
that defend universal human rights, emphasize
human solidarity, and uphold our responsibility
to protect vulnerable populations from atrocities.

The 10" annual meeting of the Global Network of

R2P Focal Points will be by the Organization
of American States (OAS), the world's oldest regional
organization, at their headquarters in Washington,
DCin 2021. The Global Centre will work with the OAS
and the other 62 members of the Global Network
of R2P Focal Points in preparation for the annual
meeting.
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https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/marking-the-75th-anniversary-of-the-defeat-of-nazi-germany-and-our-responsibility-to-prevent-atrocities/
https://twitter.com/GCR2P/status/1288142455536222208
https://www.globalr2p.org/group-of-friends-of-the-responsibility-to-protect/
https://twitter.com/GCR2P/status/1300517991000485890
https://twitter.com/GCR2P/status/1271110840788439041
https://twitter.com/Almagro_OEA2015/status/1288279971371405314

ENGAGEMENT WITH THE UN SECRETARY-GENERAL

On 24 February UN Secretary-General Antoénio
Guterres released a “Call to Action for Human
Rights,” signaling his commitment to promoting
and protecting human rights. The Global Centre
coordinated a joint NGO letter to the Secretary-
General on the urgency of implementing the Call to
Action in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 2 April
letter helped establish a regular NGO roundtable
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meeting with the Executive Office of the Secretary-
General (EOSG) to discuss ongoing areas for
collaboration, which Global Centre Deputy Executive
Director, Ms. Savita Pawnday, has regularly attended.
These meetings provide an opportunity for NGOs to
update the EOSG about their activities and to raise
human rights issues that the Secretary-General
should be aware of.


https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/the-un-secretary-generals-call-to-action-for-human-rights-and-the-prevention-of-mass-atrocities/

In 2005 the Responsibility to Protect populations
from genocide, crimes, ethnic  cleansing
and crimes against humanity was unanimously
adopted at the UN World Summit. The
occasion of the

war

presented the international
community with an opportunity to deepen global
commitment to R2P and set an ambitious and
practical  vision  to consistent

implementation.

ensure  its

R2P MINISTERIAL

Since the Global Centre's inception it has co-hosted
an annual Ministerial Meeting on R2P during the
opening of the UNGA session. On 24 September
the Global Centre and the governments of Costa
Rica, Denmark and Qatar co-hosted the 12" Annual
Ministerial Meeting on R2P, entitled “Building Back
Better: Strengthen the UN, Prevent Atrocities and
Uphold Human Rights.” The purpose of this year's
meeting was to celebrate the 15" Anniversary
of R2P, to offer member states the opportunity
to take stock of best practices with regard to the
prevention of atrocities and to devise effective
strategies for “Building Back Better” after the
COVID-19 pandemic.

A record 35 states and 2 regional organizations
participated in the 12" Ministerial Meeting. Among
the speakers were 17 ministers and deputy ministers.
A full recording of the event can be found
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https://www.globalr2p.org/r2ps-15th-anniversary/
https://www.globalr2p.org/r2ps-15th-anniversary/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/ministerial-meeting-on-the-responsibility-to-protect-building-back-better/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/ministerial-meeting-on-the-responsibility-to-protect-building-back-better/
https://twitter.com/denmark_un/status/1309151503127584776?s=11

R2P AT 15 FEATURED EVENT

Virtual public event: “A conversation with the UN
Special Advisers on the Responsibility to Protect”
To mark the 15" Anniversary of R2P and to reflect
upon the norm's past, present and future, the Global
Centre held aninteractive conversation on 1 June with
all former and current UN Special Advisers on R2P.
This was the first time all four UN Special Advisers on
R2P had spoken on a panel together.

During the 90-minute Q&A discussion, the Special
Advisers shared thoughts on how implementation
of R2P had evolved during their tenure. There were
426 registered participants from 71 countries. A
recording of the event is available

REFLECTIONS ON R2P AT 15

In lieu of hosting in-person events during the
COVID-19 pandemic the Global Centre initiated a
series of commentaries to commemorate “R2P at
15." The reflections in this series were written by the
former Chair of the International Commission on

Intervention and State Sovereignty - which defined
R2P - and two UN Special Advisers on R2P, as
well as the Global Centre's Executive Director
and the Director of the Asia-Pacific Centre for the
Responsibility to Protect.
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https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/a-conversation-with-the-un-special-advisers-on-the-responsibility-to-protect/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/a-conversation-with-the-un-special-advisers-on-the-responsibility-to-protect/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/responsibility-to-protect-and-the-world-in-2020/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/r2p-the-dream-and-the-reality/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/r2p-the-dream-and-the-reality/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/r2p-the-dream-and-the-reality/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/simonovicr2p15/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/simonovicr2p15/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/simonovicr2p15/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/simonovicr2p15/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/the-responsibility-to-protect-at-15-a-promise-unfulfilled/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/the-responsibility-to-protect-at-15-a-promise-unfulfilled/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/the-responsibility-to-protect-at-15-a-promise-unfulfilled/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/a-reflection-on-the-responsibility-to-protect-in-2020/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/a-reflection-on-the-responsibility-to-protect-in-2020/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/a-reflection-on-the-responsibility-to-protect-in-2020/

MONITORING &
EARLY WARNING

The Global Centre provides research
and analysis on how to prevent or
halt mass atrocity crimes. Publications
ike RZ2P Monitor and Atrocity Alert
provide early warning and policy
recommendations to governments,
UN officials and civil society activists.
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115
and

The  Global Centre published  over
statements, open letters, policy briefs
commentaries during 2020.

The Global Centre produced statements on a
wide range of topics related to R2P, including

’

]

and
as well as
of newly-elected UNSC and HRC members
and summaries of R2P-relevant actions taken during
the latest session of the HRC.

The Global Centre also produced and/or signed on to
35 open letters advocating for action in mass atrocity
situations, including populations at risk in Myanmar,
Venezuelga, Eritrea, the Philippines and Yemen.

BURUNDTI|
| M A LI

PHILIPPINES

|
VENEZUELA]
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Additionally, the Global Centre published a number
of publications by experts working on mass atrocity
prevention. This included a by Chair of the
Global Centre's International Advisory Board, Gareth
Evans, and a on R2P and the Americas
by the OAS Special Adviser on the Responsibility to
Protect, Jared Genser.

NEW IN 2020:

Global Centre staff published commentaries
on a variety of issues during 2020, including
atrocity risks following Burundi's election, the
UN Board of Inquiry Report on Syria, and the
formation of South Sudan’s new government.



https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/statement-on-the-international-day-of-un-peacekeepers-2020/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/statement-on-the-world-day-for-international-justice-2020/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/statement-on-the-world-day-for-international-justice-2020/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-prevention-during-a-global-pandemic/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-prevention-during-a-global-pandemic/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/syria-nine-years-of-atrocities-impunity-and-inaction/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/syria-nine-years-of-atrocities-impunity-and-inaction/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/2021-2022-un-security-council-elections-and-the-responsibility-to-protect
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/lessons-from-the-cambodia-genocide/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/r2p-in-the-americas-genser/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/overcoming-atrocities-an-opportunity-for-change-in-burundi/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/2020aprilpittalwalasyria/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/2020aprilpittalwalasyria/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/all-forgiven-south-sudans-transitional-government-and-the-recurring-risk-of-atrocities/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/2020aprilpittalwalasyria/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/it-could-happen-here-the-us-election-and-the-threat-of-violence/

ATROCITY ALERT—

&—R2P MONITOR

is a weekly publication. Since it
was first introduced in 2016, Atrocity Alert has established itself as
a respected and timely source of information, often providing early
warning regarding situations where populations are at risk of mass
atrocity crimes. The Global Centre has also utilized Atrocity Alert to
highlight crises that may be neglected by the international community.
During 2020 the Global Centre released 48 issues of Atrocity Alert.

While COVID-19 has brought many things
to a halt, respect for International
Humanitarian and Human Rights Law
should not be among them. All parties

to armed conflicts around the world
should silence their guns, mitigate the risks
posed by the pandemic and stop targeting
vulnerable populations.

Jaclyn Streitfeld-Hall

Research Director
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https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/atrocity-alert-no-233/
https://twitter.com/GCR2P/status/1245457899859607559
https://www.globalr2p.org/r2p-atrocity-alert/

CRISES COVERED
DURING 2020

The Global Centre monitored atrocity
risks in 33 countries during 2020.

RZP MONITOR is @ bimonthly publication providing

analysis on situations where populations are threatened by mass
atrocities, as well as an assessment of international efforts to
respond to them. During 2020 the Global Centre reported on 24
country situations in R2P Monitor.

Notably, the Global Centre published its 50" issue of R2P Monitor
on 15 March.
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https://www.globalr2p.org/r2p-atrocity-alert/
https://twitter.com/GCR2P/status/1305996896377466882

IMPLEMENT
INNOVATE

This year challenged everyone to
come together while remaining apart
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Global Centre hosted numerous
virtual events to ensure discussions
on important issues — like the IC] case
against Myanmar and the linkages
between R2P and the Women, Peace
and Security agenda — continued to
take place. The Global Centre also
explored new ways to expand support
for atrocity prevention during these
unusual times.
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WEBINARS

Despite the challenges presented by COVID-19, the Global Centre adapted to
restrictions by hosting and delivering remarks at virtual events.

WEBINARS HOSTED BY THE GLOBAL CENTRE IN 2020

“Mass atrocities and
an effective deterrent?”

Virtual public event:
international justice -

In honor of the 15" anniversary of R2P and the World
Day for International Justice, on 17 July the Global
Centre brought together world-renowned international
experts and practitioners to reflect upon the role of the
international justice system in atrocity prevention. Nearly
200 people from 58 countries watched the event live. A
recording is available

Virtual  public event: “UN response to
atrocities: A conversation with Ambassador
Gert Rosenthal and Mr. Charles Petrie”

On 19 November the Global Centre brought together two
renowned UN experts to discuss lessons learned from
their seminal reports on Sri Lanka and Myanmar. Nearly
220 people from 43 countries watched the event live. A
recording is available
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Virtual public event: “On the brink: the
relationship between human rights

violations and the threat of atrocity crimes”

On 21 July the Global Centre hosted an interactive
conversation with four senior UN officials to examine how
and why some human rights situations reach a critical
tipping point and what lessons can be learned about
how to prevent atrocities. There were 289 registered
participants from 58 countries. A recording of the event
is available here.

Virtual public event: “Applying the Atrocity
Lens through Human Rights Council-
mandated Investigative Mechanisms”

On 8 December the Global Centre convened a group of
members of HRC-mandated investigative mechanisms
to discuss how Cols, FFMs and other mechanisms can
include an atrocity lens in their work. There were over 260
registered participants from 33 countries. A recording of
the event is available


https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/panel-discussion-mass-atrocities-international-justice-an-effective-deterrent/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/panel-discussion-on-the-brink-the-relationship-between-human-rights-violations-and-the-threat-of-atrocity-crimes/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/panel-discussion-un-response-to-atrocities-a-conversation-with-ambassador-gert-rosenthal-and-mr-charles-petrie/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/panel-discussion-applying-the-atrocity-lens-through-human-rights-council-mandated-investigative-mechanisms/

Global Centre staff have also continued to participate in virtual events, which has enabled our analysis to reach a wider

global audience.

GLOBAL CENTRE STAFF SPOKE AT 2 5+ EVENTS

Juliette Paauwe discussing R2P and the
international response to the situation in
Cameroon, 2 May 2020.

Nadira Kourt speaking on a panel regarding

the plight of the Uyghur population in China,

11 November 2020.

Sarah Hunter discussing the risks of mass
atrocities in Ethiopia during a panel on 3
December 2020.

So, what is necessary for

an effective response to

the conflict in Cameroon?
Pressure.

The COVID-19 pandemic is an
opportunity for the international
community to say enough is
enough and exert pressure on
parties to the conflict to seek a
peaceful solution to the conflict.

Juliette Paauwe

Atrocity prevention is a
continuous process
that requires constant
engagement and dialogue
with all groups in society.

Savita Pawnday

Despite the communications

blackout we can still see

the hallmarks of violations

that may amount to crimes

against humanity and war

crimes being committed in

Tigray. 50,000 people don’t

flee with nothing without
ood reason. Their stories are
arrowing.

Sarah Hunter

Jaclyn Streitfeld-Hall discussing lessons
learned on R2P and Women, Peace and
Security during an event on 17 December
2020.

Savita Pawnday delivering remarks on hate
speech and mass atrocity prevention for an
OSCE conference, 26 May 2020.

Dr. Simon Adams giving testimony for a
meeting of the Human Rights Subcommittee
of the European Parliament, 11 May 2020
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https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/resisting-marginalization-exclusion-hate-speech-and-hate-crimes-and-the-prevention-of-mass-atrocities/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/juliette-paauwe-speaks-on-panel-regarding-r2p-and-the-international-response-to-the-situation-in-cameroon/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/jaclyn-streitfeld-hall-speaks-on-a-panel-regarding-2020-responsibility-to-protect-and-women-peace-and-security-double-anniversary/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/nkourt-r2p-china-panel/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/sarah-hunter-speaks-on-a-panel-regarding-ethiopia-on-the-brink-of-mass-atrocities/
https://www.globalr2p.org/publications/resisting-marginalization-exclusion-hate-speech-and-hate-crimes-and-the-prevention-of-mass-atrocities/

GLOBAL CENTRE

IN THE MEDIA

During the last year the Global Centre has also engaged
with the global media with over 80 interviews and
appearances. Global Centre staff and publications were
featured on TV, in print news and on radio shows with

journalists from over 35 international news outlets,
including Al Jazeera (English and Arabic), Associated Press,
BBC, CNN, Deutsche Welle, New York Times, Reuters and
Voice of America (English and Korean).

A lack of accountability for violations
and potential war crimes committed by
all parties to the conflict in Yemen have

facilitated the continued risk of atrocities

against civilians. The Global Centre and
its international and regional partners
are fighting very hard to establish
accountability for victims who have
suffered from indiscriminate bombings
and potential war crimes.

Jahaan Pittalwala

Research Analyst
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https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/savita-pawnday-speaks-on-the-situation-in-tigray-ethiopia-on-al-jazeera-stream/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/interview-with-nadira-kourt-north-korea/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/03/asia/rohingya-relocations-bhasan-char-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/interview-with-dr-simon-adams-on-the-us-sanctions-against-the-international-criminal-court-for-voice-of-america/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/interview-with-jahaan-pittalwala-on-the-situation-in-yemen-by-voice-of-islam/
https://justiceinconflict.org/2020/12/01/exposing-hidden-weapons-of-war-justice-and-accountability-for-the-deliberate-starvation-of-civilians/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-drawing-a-line-in-the-sand-the-un-has-a-responsibility-to-protect/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-drawing-a-line-in-the-sand-the-un-has-a-responsibility-to-protect/
https://www.dw.com/en/nobel-prize-laureates-call-for-cameroon-ceasefire/a-53901189
https://www.dw.com/en/nobel-prize-laureates-call-for-cameroon-ceasefire/a-53901189
https://apnews.com/1fbe88303ed0f0bce5d0b0ca808ac824
https://apnews.com/1fbe88303ed0f0bce5d0b0ca808ac824
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/christine-caldera-interviewed-on-post-election-tensions-in-cote-divoire-on-muslim-network-tv/
https://www.globalr2p.org/resources/bbc-news-interview-with-dr-simon-adams-on-the-international-court-of-justice-and-provisional-measures-against-myanmar/

THE NEW
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https://www.globalr2p.org/
https://www.globalr2p.org/populations-at-risk/

2021: BUILDING BACK
BETTE

The Global Centre has adjusted its work during the COVID-19
pandemic through virtual advocacy and engagement, while
continuing to engage closely with governments, the UN,
international civil society, R2P Focal Points and the Group of
Friends of R2P. Despite ongoing COVID-19 restrictions, virtual
events continue to be planned to further the conversation on
atrocity prevention and human rights. The Global Centre will
also continue to respond to the threat posed by the COVID-19
pandemic as a potential trigger for identity-based violence. With
a record 80.3 million people displaced by conflict, persecution
and atrocities around the world, the need to uphold our
collective responsibility to protect has never been greater.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gn3asOoGN0&t=3s
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